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HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 
Grievance 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands — Deputy Speaker) [9.30 am]: My grievance this morning is to the Minister for 
Housing. As the minister knows, Maylands is a vibrant community. It has a diverse population with many young 
families and singles adding to the long-term and senior residents across all the precincts of Maylands. Maylands 
has more low-income households than the average for Perth, with 31.7 per cent of individuals in my electorate earning 
an income of less than $500 a week. With 29 per cent of households in Maylands also being single-person households, 
we can see that the median weekly rental cost at $338 a week provides a very tight margin for renters. The challenge 
of finding secure, affordable and beautiful housing that enhances community living is not unique to Maylands, but 
what is unique is the opportunity created by the McGowan government’s Metronet program. Metronet is recreating 
the Bayswater train station, and soon the City of Bayswater will be home to the biggest transport hub outside of Perth. 
Baysie is on the existing Midland line and very soon will become the point at which the Forrestfield–Airport Link 
joins the Midland line to take passengers to Perth. It is also the point at which the Morley–Ellenbrook line will 
start its journey to Ellenbrook. All this will bring opportunities for housing density along the train line to reflect 
the heritage of Bayswater and the other suburbs along that train line, and offer exciting new opportunities for 
affordable living. 

There are three train stations on the line to Midland and soon there will be a fourth when the Morley station is built 
for the Morley–Ellenbrook trip. It would be ideal if the government could seize the opportunity created by the 
urban vision of Metronet to bring forward more financially accessible housing options within walking distance of 
the train station and other amenities. More people living and working around the urban centres in Maylands will 
create more activation and vibrancy and attract more small businesses like restaurants, cafes, gyms, grocers and 
all the services required by residents. I am asking the minister to explain the McGowan government’s program for 
supporting my community into the future, given these changes and given the many small businesses that we will 
need to help get going again post-COVID-19. Many people who want to move to Maylands are looking for homes 
that they can afford. This is a golden opportunity to do something really remarkable by providing financially 
accessible homes for people in my electorate. I know that applies to other parts of Perth as well, but clearly I am being 
selfish in asking the minister to please tell me about the government’s vision for my electorate. 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Housing) [9.33 am]: I thank the member for Maylands for her grievance 
and for her contribution not only in the house, but also outside this place. The member has contributed to the Maylands 
community for many years and has diverse interests across a range of policy areas. One that stands out to me, apart 
from the member’s obvious commitment to animal welfare, is to accessible accommodation in all its forms. 

The member raised a very good point about Maylands. If she will indulge me, I will be a little more general in my 
commentary around where Maylands sits in Perth’s urban fabric. The 10 to 12-kilometre ring from where we are 
standing today represents some of the oldest suburbs of Perth. In some cases, they are up to 70 years old. Suburbs 
like Maylands, Redcliffe, Balga and Willagee, in my own electorate, are 70-year-old-plus suburbs. That area creates 
a unique challenge and opportunity for Western Australia. Since I have had the housing portfolio, I have been acutely 
aware of my responsibilities to contribute to the urban development of Western Australia through not only social 
housing, but also financially accessible housing and other innovations. There is a demographic change going on—
it has been going on for some time—whereby the quarter-acre block with the four-by-one or three-by-one house 
that was, and still is, a feature of the areas I have described, is now no longer suitable for the accommodation needs 
of the majority of people. In fact, members might be interested to know that some suburbs like Balga and Willagee 
were 100 per cent public housing when they were constructed. They were designed for key workers such as nurses 
and cops, and even military marriage quarters were located in those suburbs. We have come a long way. One of the 
things that is needed is a different sort of living. It is about not just the box that we design and construct; it is about 
the community we participate in and the front door we walk out of. I am acutely aware of that and very alive to 
what we do with our urban precincts in particular. 

We are very fortunate to have the opportunity of Metronet, as the member highlighted, particularly around Bayswater. 
As the Minister for Transport will tell members, Bayswater train station involves a very complex set of rail engineering. 
It will be the largest rail engineering effort outside the CBD station when those lines are brought together. But 
a rail line is just that—a rail line. It is not a contributor to equitable access across our city without a station. The 
Metronet precinct is part of that policy. The McGowan government has committed $394 million to the Metronet 
precinct project. Clearly, Bayswater station is a flagship station. The member will be pleased to know that as part 
of the Department of Communities’ Housing Authority land acquisition or landholdings, the department has secured 
two of the largest sites adjacent to Bayswater station and is actively working on a third site to see whether we can 
bundle that property in globo. When we do that and when we work on that sort of scale, we can accommodate far 
more diverse accommodation types, including social housing, financially accessible housing and built-to-rent and 
affordable rental properties. 
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I will quickly dwell on the word “affordability”. It has been my opinion since I have held the portfolio, and I will 
continue to hold this opinion, that affordability is an absolute number relative to income, not relative to the market. 
Often, people talk about affordability being its relativity to the market, but that is not helpful to the people we are 
trying to support by providing access to the sorts of opportunities and amenities that are available in the electorate 
of Maylands. In large part, I see the sale price for affordability at the absolute number of between $330 000 and 
$360 000. That will make housing accessible to people in the second lowest quartile. Unfortunately, people in our 
modern society are structurally excluded from home ownership because they are in the lowest quartile of income. 
We need to work a lot harder to find options for them. Again, it requires us to work with the private sector to 
ensure that we can deliver an economically sustainable model. 

Last Monday, I was very pleased to go with the member for Maylands to a development on Guildford Road between 
Meltham and Maylands train station where we have built 16 units. That is a good example of what happens. We 
will put about 14 of those units to the market. Most of them will be accessible using Keystart with a two per cent 
deposit and will be for sale in the $300 000 bracket. A couple of the units will be retained for social housing so that 
we are continually returning a direct benefit to the market by way of a contribution to the social housing stock. A lot 
is going on and there is a lot more to do. The important thing is that there is a plan for it. The other point I highlight 
is the McGowan government’s commitment in December last year for the housing the homeless package, which 
is some $220 million. There will be more news about where that is going. That is also for social housing builds 
and refurbishment. Quite proudly, although it is not in the member’s electorate, but it is close to it, we will look at 
two Common Ground projects. That is a long-overdue innovation in Western Australia. That has been done in 
other jurisdictions to tend to the knotty problem of not only rough-sleeping but also homelessness in all its forms. 

The future of Maylands is bright because of the member’s leadership and advocacy, in large part, for the sorts of 
things she will not back off on, such as accommodation accessibility. We are acutely aware of the changing nature 
of the demographics in Maylands but that gives us the opportunity to talk about providing more density and an 
intensified amenity.  
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